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TO ALL OF OUR PATRONS A CHRISTMAS GREETING. 


We wish to remind the readers of BALLOvU’s MAGAZINE that this number completes 
Volume XL., and that the January number will begin Volume XLI. The patronage 
of the Magazine during the past year has been liberal, more so than any other year of its 
leng existence. Subscribers have poured in rapidly, and the periodical sales have in- 
creased instead of diminishing. This is remarkable, considering the dullness of busi- 
ness, but it shows in the most unmistakable manner the popularity of BALLou’s MaG@a- 
ZINE. From its prestige in the past, we have bright hopes of the future. We wish to 
retain all our present patrons, and receive as many new ones as it is possible. The more 
of them the better, for we shall thereby be enabled to add new improvements, to intro- 
duce new contributors, an€é make our Magazine second to ne other publication in the 
country. A little effort on the part of our friends will enable us to roll up a monthly 
issue of one hundred thousand copies. This we hope to do before the year 1875 expires. 
One determined effort and it can be accomplished. If any of our patrons read a story 
in the Magazine which pleases them, let them speak of it to others, and so excite an inter- 
est in those who are strangers to BALLOU’s many good qualities. Such. advertising is 
better than that which appears in print. 

To those who have remained our steady friends for years, we return our thanks; and 
to those who have enrolled their names on our books the past season for the first time, 
we also return thanks; and to one and all, whether buyer or subscriber, we tender a 
sincere wish fora MeRry CHRISTMAS and a Happy New YABB; and may they enjoy many 
of them, is the ardent wish of, Yours truly, THOMES & TALBOT. 
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